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THE BANGLADESH (LEGAL PROCEEDINGS)  
ORDER, 1972 

 

  
PRESIDENT’S ORDER NO. 12 OF 1972  

  
[7th February, 1972]  

   
 WHEREAS during the material period there was disruption 
of normal life and activities throughout Bangladesh; 

 

  
 AND WHEREAS due to the reign of terror perpetrated by the 
Pakistan occupation army people were not able to go to Courts 
or Tribunals either to institute legal proceedings or to defend 
them so to comply with directions issued by Courts or 
Tribunals and as a result many claims and legal rights have 
become time-barred and many legal proceedings have been 
disposed of ex parte or in default of compliance with directions 
of the Courts or Tribunals;  

 

  
       AND WHEREAS, for the ends of justice, it is necessary to 
provide for the saving of limitation for all legal proceedings 
and for the nullification of all judgments, decrees and orders 
passed ex parte or in default of compliance with certain 
directions in certain legal proceedings; 

 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamation of 
Independence of Bangladesh, read with the Provisional 
Constitution of Bangladesh Order, 1972, and in exercise of all 
powers enabling him in that behalf, the President is pleased to 
make the following Order: - 

 

  
 1. (1) This Order may be called the Bangladesh (Legal 
Proceedings) Order, 1972. 

 

  
 (2) It extends to the whole of Bangladesh.   
  
 (3) It shall come into force at once.   
  
 2. In this Order, “legal proceedings” includes suit, case, 
prosecution, appeal, revision and review.  
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  3. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for 
the time being in force, all judgments, decrees or orders passed 
ex parte by any Court or Tribunal or orders disposing of 
matters due to default in compliance with any direction of any 
Court or Tribunal in any legal proceedings at any time after the 
1st day of March, 1971, and before the commencement of this 
Order are hereby declared null and void and the proceedings 
shall, on the commencement of this Order, continue in 
accordance with the Law.  

  
  4. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for 

time being in force, in computing the period of limitation 
prescribed for any legal proceeding by or under any law, the 
period between the 1st day of March, 1971 and the 1st day of 
March, 1972 (both days inclusive), shall be excluded. 

  
 __________ 
  
 

 
 


